Press Release

Co-operation – Key to Business Opportunities

The 17th Macao International Trade and Investment Fair (MIF)

The 17th Macao International Trade and Investment Fair (MIF) will be held from 18th to 21st October 2012 (Thursday to Sunday) at the Venetian-Macao-Resort-Hotel.  The 17th MIF is organised by the Macao Trade and Investment Promotion Institute (IPIM), with the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) as special supporting organisation.  Governmental co-organisers include five government departments, namely the Macao Economic Services , Macau Government Tourist Office, Department of Foreign Trade and Economic Co-operation of Guangdong Province, Chongqing Foreign Trade and Economic Relations Commission and the Fujian Macau Economic Co-operation Promotion Committee, co-organisers include the Macao Chamber of Commerce, Industrial Association of Macau, Macau Importers and Exporters Association, Association of Knitting and Spinning Industry of Macao, Macau Shippers’ Association, Macau Association of Banks, Macao Association of Building Contractors and Developers, the Small and Medium Enterprises Association of Macau, the Macau Chinese Enterprises Association and the Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong, and include as its partners, the Permanent Secretariat for the Forum on Economic and Trade Co-operation Between China and the Portuguese-Speaking Countries (Macao), partner organisations include the International Lusophone Markets Business Association, World Federation of Chinese Entrepreneurs Organization, Macao International Brand Enterprise Commercial Association and China Council for the Promotion of International Trade Hunan Sub-Council, with the  Macao Convention & Exhibition Association, Macao Fair & Trade Association and the Association of Advertising Agents of Macao as the co-ordinators of the event.

Being an annual economic and trade event in Macao, MIF is a comprehensive international trade and investment fair comprised of exhibitions, high level forums, professional conventions, and business matching for sourcing and purchasing activities.  The MIF this year has invited the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) to be the special supporting organisation, which  further recognised the role of MIF as a platform for investment promotion and co-operation.  After 16 years of successful experience in organising MIF and market expansion, MIF has extended to an increasing number of  regions with more diverse co-operation partners.  The event has greatly enhanced in term of its international exposure, professionalism and market-orientation.  The Fair could also better reflect the current development of international trade and investment, co-ordinate with the implementation of economic and trade development strategy, promote local social and economic development and external co-operation.  Meanwhile, this year’s MIF  has adopted the same theme of “Co-operation – Key to Business Opportunities” as in previous year, with an aim of giving full play to Macao’s unique geographical advantage of being a service platform for economic and trade co-operation as well as the role of a bridge with a mix of eastern and western cultures over a long period of time.  Combined with the quality facilities in convention, exhibition and tourism, and the incentive measures offered by the Macao Government, through the provision of different types of  quality professional services for conventions, exhibitions and festivals, MIF provides a networking opportunity for trade visitors from China, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, Portuguese-speaking countries and other parts of the world to exchange ideas in many areas, ranging from economy and trade, to investment, services, technology, tourism, convention and exhibition, and culture.  MIF has become  a desirable place for local and overseas governmental delegations, professional organisations and institutions, as well as various types of investors, commercial and industrial enterprises to explore business opportunities and promote co-operation.

While the economies of Europe and USA are procrastinating, the economic development in Mainland China has been relatively stable.  The economic sphere focusing on  Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao is still one of the most active regions in the Greater China market.  With the construction and completion of major transportation infrastructures such as the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge, Guangdong-Zhuhai-Macao Railway, Guangzhou-Zhuhai Intercity Railway and the coastal highways in western Guangxi Province, the economic and trade connections of Macao with Mainland China and the overseas will be greatly facilitated.  The specific policies and regulations for Hengqin New Area are being announced respectively.  The major projects are progressing smoothly and creating greater investment opportunities, which have widened the scope of development for Macao.  The signing of Supplement IX to the Mainland and Macao Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA) has  expanded market access to an accumulation of 48  service sectors to Macao, giving a total of 318 liberalization measures.  This has not only provided unprecedented business opportunities for the business sectors of Macao to explore the market of Mainland China, it has also further promoted liberalization of trade in services, which serves as an important impetus in promoting the economic development and co-operation between the two.  Thus, more and more international trade visitors have taken Macao as their destination for convention and exhibition, tourism, economic and trade investment as well as cultural and leisure activities.  In turn, the convention and exhibition industry has progressed to a new stage of development.  The convention and exhibition industry of Macao has been gaining increasing recognition around the world.  These new changes have brought several new highlights to the MIF this year.
Abounding Highlights to Showcase Co-operation in Trade and Investment

· The Pavilion of Portugal Features Diverse Contents

The MIF this year further advances the function of a platform for co-operation between China and Portuguese-speaking countries and provides more business opportunities.  The Pavilion of Portugal, organised jointly by  Portugal Entrepreneurial Association (AEP) and  Associação de Jóvens Empresários Portugal – China (AJEPC), occupies an exhibition area of almost 500 sqm, which covers the largest area ever.  Apart from organising more Portuguese enterprises to showcase their products at  MIF, the organisers hope that by means of the MIF platform, they could reinforce the economic and trade exchanges between China and Portugal, in order to promote the new investment policies and co-operation projects with the Greater China as the target market.  The various kinds of economic and trade activities such as the “2nd Jiangsu-Macau·Portuguese-Speaking Countries Business Forum”, “Portuguese-Speaking Countries, Fujian and Macao Economic Exchange Networking Cocktail Reception” and “Brazil's Investment Environment & Business Opportunities provided by 2014 FIFA World Cup & 2016 Rio Olympics Games”,  highlight co-operation and interactions between China, Macao and Portugal, and promote multilateral trade and investment, have been the main theme throughout the entire MIF this year.

· Shenzhen Cultural Industries Fair to Make its Debut Exhibition in MIF with Rich and Colourful Cultural and Creative Elements

Pavilions like Beijing Pavilion, Packaging Design Pavilion, Macao Creative Pavilion, Cultural and Artistic Performance Pavilion, and the Culture, Arts and Crafts Pavilion, all focus their theme on culture, arts and creation industry.  Among them, the Shenzhen Cultural Industrial Fair, the only comprehensive cultural industries fair in China accredited by the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry (UFI), is making its debut exhibition in MIF this year.  Together with the related forums, seminars and networking cocktails, the MIF this year will be a platform for the Chinese cultural and creative industries for “going global”.

· Various Brands of Food and Wines from Diverse Origins

The pavilions for Portugal, Thailand, Mainland China, and Taiwan will display specialty food and wines.  The Macao SME Exhibition will also showcase and sell local famous specialty food, coffee and wines.  The major exhibitors of the Pavilion of Portugal are enterprises of Portuguese wines and food.  This year, the origins and categories of food and wines are more diverse.

· Artistic and Cultural Performances Pavilion To Be Introduced This Year

The MIF this year will set up for the first time the “Artistic and Cultural Performance Pavilion”, aimed at giving full play to Macao’s unique function as a world tourism and leisure centre.  The Pavilion will turn some of the world’s finest cultural and artistic performances into  trade in services projects and will promote the performances in their exclusive display area to tourism, entertainment hotels and cultural trade enterprises attending MIF.  The Pavilion covers an area of almost 700 sqm.  The participating enterprises will bring different kinds of distinctive cultural and artistic performances projects for onsite promotion.  The organiser will also invite prominent hotels in Macao, overseas major entertainment enterprises performances buyers and professional buyers to watch and buy the shows.

· Guangdong, Hong Kong, Macao Jointly Organise a Pavilion for Convention and Exhibition

In order to further improve the technical know-how and standards of equipment of Macao’s convention and exhibition industry, deepen regional co-operation in the Pearl River Delta, strengthen the exchanges of technological results between local and overseas industry operators, the “Convention and Exhibition Industry Pavilion” at MIF this year will be organised jointly by industry operators from Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, instead of only from Macao.  They will jointly organise a summit for the industry, and will invite international renowned booth construction companies to exhibit their latest equipment for exhibition and booth construction.

· Packaging Design Pavilion

The MIF this year will present a brand new “Packaging Design Pavilion”, in an effort to enhance the element of “culture and creation” in the Fair.  This Pavilion, jointly set up by industry operators from home and abroad, showcases the high end packaging designs in Asia.  In addition, prominent expert consultants in packaging design will provide onsite consultancy service at the Fair.  A number of packaging design related seminars will also be held during MIF .  The objective is to promote the exchange of the technological results of the industry at home and abroad, and raise the standards of the packaging design of Macao’s branded commodities and food specialties.

Enriched Contents to Optimise the Function of Market Mechanism

· Enhanced Size and International Exposure with  Enriched Contents
The number of booths in MIF this year is similar to that of last year, with the participation of over 50  countries and regions.  In particular, countries like Jordan, Cyprus and Madagascar are taking part in MIF for the first time.  Up to the present moment, we have received the registration of 330 delegations comprising more than 4,000 trade visitors from over 50 countries and regions  this year.  From Mainland China, over 80 delegations from more than 20 provinces and cities are taking part in MIF this year. Participating provinces and cities from Mainland China  include Beijing, Anhui, Henan, Hunan, Guizhou, Fujian, Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Xichuan, Heilongjiang, Liaoning, Jilin, Yunnan, Inner Mongolia, Shaanxi, Ningxia, Gansu, Shandong, Guangxi, Chongqing, Zhuhai, Nansha of Guangzhou and Shantou.  In addition, Wuhan city is setting up its own pavilion for the first time.   This year, more cities are covered by the “convention and exhibition through train service”, and an increasing number of trade visitors have registered their participation, showing that  MIF is becoming more influential in the target markets over the years.

The professional or themed pavilions being set up in the MIF this year have richer and diverse contents.  In addition to the setup of a number of themed pavilions, namely the Macao Pavilion, Macao Manufactures and Trades Pavilion, Macao – Ideal Place to Live, International Brands Pavilion, International SME Exhibition and Sales Area and Digital Imaging & Photography Equipment Pavilion, new exhibition areas will also be set up for international cultural and artistic performances, packaging design, arts and crafts, Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao convention and exhibition, and Shenzhen Cultural Industries Fair.  In the “Macao Fashion Festival 2012” jointly organised by Macau Productivity and Technology Transfer Centre and Macao Trade and Investment Promotion Institute, the fashion shows will be more innovative and charismatic.

· Forums and Conferences to Shoulder the Theme of Major Investment

“Investment” is a major theme of the MIF.  This year, the MIF will continue to hold high level forums such as the “International Trade and Investment Forum 2012”, “The 9th World Summit of Chinese Entrepreneurs”, and organise seminars and activities with contents relevant to the exhibitions. These activities will introduce the latest investment environment and key investment projects of the organising countries and regions, promote the multi-level, multi-faceted economic, trade and investment exchange and co-operation between local and overseas governments and enterprises, and between the Governments and enterprises in Mainland China and the Portuguese speaking countries and enterprises.  This year, there will be more than 40 sessions of forums, conferences, seminars and presentations, including the “Portuguese Speaking Countries-Fujian-Macao Economic and Trade Networking Cocktail”, “Seminar on EU-Macao Business Opportunities”, the “2nd Jiangsu-Macau·Portuguese-Speaking Countries Business Forum”, “ 5th Guangzhou-Hong Kong-Macao Co-operation and Development Forum and Pearl River Delta Convention and Exhibition Cities Forum”, “Shenzhen Cultural Industries Fair Seminar”, “Chongqing Week – Seminar for Economy, Trade and Investment”, “Presentation of the Economy, Trade and Tourism of Latin-American Countries”, “Brazil's Investment Environment & Business Opportunities provided by 2014 FIFA World Cup & 2016 Rio Olympics Games”, etc.  Ministerial level government officials from Portuguese-speaking countries, Mainland China and Macao, senior management of chambers of commerce worldwide are invited to give  speeches and exchange ideas on  issues such as international economy and trade, regional economic development, cross-country and cross-region cooperation, and making better use of the role of Macao as an economic and trade service platform.

· Multiple Measures to Help Small and Medium Sized Enterprises to Expand Market and Find Business Opportunities

In order to provide more direct co-operation opportunities to local enterprises, especially SMEs,  MIF will continue to organise various series of activities, including the “SME International Business Days” and presentations on investment environment, business services, business matching, as well as SME business consultancy service. SMEs will be able to make full use of  activities such as the e-commerce service platform, franchising and brand distributorship offered by MIF, and to conduct business negotiations and explore new markets with entrepreneurs and trade visitors from around the world.  The MIF will also continue to set up the “Macao SME Exhibition and Sales Area”, which is organised jointly by Macao Chamber of Commerce and Macao Trade and Investment Promotion Institute, and co-organised by the Small and Medium Enterprises Association of Macau and Macao Businesswomen Association.  This year, a new credit card settlement counter will be introduced with staff dedicated to provide credit card payment service.  Meanwhile,MIF will continue to assist SMEs to explore new business opportunities, and offers free promotional service of placing advertisements in newspapers and advertising space in the MIF venue, to exhibitors of SME Exhibition who participate in activities such as sponsorship lucky draw and  discounts offer, and release the promotional offers of these SMEs in smart phone apps, to attract more trade visitors to visit the Fair, trade talks and purchasing.  We will also boost the promotional efforts for local SMEs by uploading the pictures and information about the products of  participating enterprises to the MIF website and smart phone apps (ios, Android) as long term promotion.  Meanwhile, we will set up more and improve several existing national or regional exhibition and sales areas, such as the Thailand Pavilion, Taiwan Pavilion, Mozambique Pavilion, Philippines Pavilion and Vietnam Pavilion, etc.

· Business Matching Series Activities to Enhance the Function of Business and Trade Service Platform

The Organiser will provide a series of free business matching service and set up a hotel purchasing area.  By logging onto the online business matching service platform, trade visitors could get connected with our business matching officers who will assist in arranging pre-matching, and may participate in onsite business matching, professional presentations and networking cocktail receptions, which serve to promote successful business cooperation for enterprises.

At present we have received over 2,000 business matching projects from around the world, which include 800 investment co-operation projects, over 500 supplies projects, and over 200 purchasing projects.  Up to now, we have pre-arranged over 1,000 sessions of business matching.

According to the different market needs of the SMEs, cultural and creative, food & beverage, and hotel industries, the MIF has also arranged “EU Wine & Food Products Promotion and Networking Cocktail Reception”, “Cultural and Creative Industry - Networking Cocktail Reception”, “Portuguese-Speaking Countries, Fujian and Macao Economic Exchange Networking Cocktail Reception” and live performances, which provide a platform of networking for exhibitors, buyers and investors.

This year’s MIF will also launches a series of professional services and incentive plans for trade visitors in order to enhance the efforts in attracting buyers and trade visitors, e.g. to provide “convention and exhibition through train service”, incentive plans for trade visitors, invite major buyers, set up a hotel purchasing area in the business matching centre, and organise networking cocktail receptions.  The Organiser will also provide free venue of cocktail reception for themed pavilions and exhibitors to hold business meetings with clients, free wireless broadband and mobile phone WiFi service for MIF visitors, and set up “MIF VIP Channel” in Gongbei border checkpoint and Hengqin border checkpoint.

· Diverse and Efficient Exhibition Services

MIF has made every effort to provide an all round service for local and visiting participants, the MIF this year will continue to set up onsite service counters for travel, posts, telecommunications and onsite transportation, to ensure greater ease and efficiency for exhibitors and trade visitors from home and abroad.

· Optimized “One-Trip, Multi-Stop” Service by Sharing Convention and Exhibition Resources 

In order to enhance the outcome for participating in MIF, we will continue to collaborate actively with our partners in neighbouring regions by using Macao as a bridge to provide “One-Trip, Multi-Stop” service, which divert trade visitors to visit the Canton Fair, and go to Hengqin of Zhuhai and Nansha of Guangzhou for site inspection, so as to create the maximum benefits and provide more business opportunities for participants.

· Free Shuttle Bus Service
The first day of the 17th MIF (18th Oct) is open to trade visitors only.  It will be open to the public from 19th to 21st Oct.  Free shuttle bus service will be provided for trade visitors and the public in two routes: one for the public and another for the official hotels, which run to and from the MIF venue.

· Official Hotels

Official Hotels of the event include: Macau Landmark, Hotel Beverly Plaza, Hotel Golden Dragon, Emperor Hotel Macau, Grand Lapa Hotel, Taipa Square Hotel, Grand Waldo Hotel and The Venetian-Macao-Resort-Hotel.

· News Express to Capture Business Opportunities

To give all visitors a swift and comprehensive overview of the vast array of activities that are taking place at the MIF, including trade and economic investment projects, conferences, activities, and onsite services, the A “News Express” will be issued daily during the MIF period, which will be distributed at the lobbies of the official hotels and the onsite service counters.

· Survey

With the objective of obtaining a more scientific and systematic conclusion about the different activities undertaken by the MIF this year so as to improve the capability and standard of event organization,  the Organiser will continue to entrust the University of Macau’s Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities to conduct a survey on the 17th MIF.
· Parking Lot

Exhibitors and trade visitors of MIF may enjoy free parking at the Venetian. Details are as follows:

- Holders of MIF admission ticket may enjoy up to 4 hours free parking at the guest car park of the Venetian from 19th to 21st Oct.

- Holders of any admission badges of the 17th MIF may enjoy free parking at the guest car park of the Venetian during the Fair period from 8:00A.M. to 12:00A.M.
- Holders of the 17th MIF Vehicle Pass may enjoy free parking in Hall D from 17th to 21st Oct.
During the preparatory period of the Fair, the “MIF Administrative & Service Centre” will be dedicated to providing a wide range of services to exhibitors and other trade visitors from home and abroad.

For further enquiries about The 17th Macao International Trade and Investment Fair (MIF), please contact us at the hotline tel: (853) 2882 8711, fax: (853) 2882 8722 or visit our website at: www.mif.com.mo
- End -
